
 

MINUTES of the Twentieth Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Hagg Wood held at the 

Reading Room, Dunnington, on Wednesday 30th May 2018. 
 

PRESENT  Dr Jean McKendree, speaker, David Mayston, Chairman, Linda Maggs, Secretary,  

Tony & Elaine Hudson, John Eastwood, Brian & Pauline Poulter, Mike Clarke, Alan Briers, 

Olwyn Fonseca, Linda Sturgeon, Tony & Diane Conway, Nigel Emery, John & Margy Vernon,  

Rowena Bedlington, Stephen Morley, Carol Horlock, Stephen Walsh, Canon B & Mrs Pearson,  

Wendy Crosby, Jenny Brooks and Sue Firth. 
 

APOLOGIES from Alan & Wendy Worsley, Michael & Diana Dunn, John Maggs, Janet Clarke,  

Mr & Mrs East, Margaret Eastwood, Jennie Stopford, Ian & Lita Black, Neil Sturgeon,  

Mr & Mrs G Staniland, Steve & Sue Ashby. 
  

MINUTES  The minutes of the nineteenth AGM, 24th May 2016, were accepted as a true record. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

David gave everyone a warm welcome, especially our speaker, Dr Jean McKendree.  Last year we 

celebrated 20 years of life as the Friends of Hagg Wood so now we have made it to 21, a traditional 

cause for celebration.  We have had another busy and productive year, very busy outdoors not least on 

our monthly conservation working parties.  If you have visited the wood this Spring you will have been 

greeted by an even wider blue carpet of bluebells, and Mother Nature played her part with fine displays 

of stitchwort, primroses, wood anemones, wood sorrel and celandines. 
 

Our two most recent conservation working parties have been devoted to clearing a new glade, just off 

the main public footpath at the top of the wood.  Previous working parties concentrated on making way 

for more bluebells to flourish, by steadily clearing back the invasive rhododendron and to making space 

for the oaks we planted in the year 2000, to flourish in the Millennium Wood area, by removing some of 

the silver birch.  The wooden seat kindly donated by Mrs Pam Frankland has now been installed in the 

wood at the end of the Stone Track, for those who would like a peaceful rest on their walk, and 

preparations are now well under way for the installation of an informative welcome board nearby. 
 

We have also had good outdoor events during the past year, including a popular fungal foray led by 

local amateur mycologist, Malcolm Greaves and a cycle ride to Howsham Mill led by John Eastwood.  

Indoors we have had interesting presentations by outside speakers on the many environmental 

challenges facing hedgehogs and native dormice and again been invited to enjoy Terry Weston’s annual 

photographic extravaganza of wildlife in Dunnington and around the world, as well as enjoying our now 

traditional New Year Lunch in the Sports Club. On the international front, we have now established 

contact with a group in the United States, the Friends of Herrontown Woods, whose website is simply 

www.fohw.org compared to our www.fohw.org.uk  They are engaged in extensive conservation near 

Princeton, New Jersey, including saving from destruction Veblen House on a lovely woodland site, a 

haunt of Albert Einstein when based at nearby Princeton University, who no doubt, as a result, had a 

clear mind to think deep thoughts about the nature of space and time. 
 

Closer to home there have been some signs from central government over the development of a more 

positive approach to conserving the environment, with the FC given a renewed remit to “Manage our 

public forests for public benefit – including supply of timber, public access and the environment” and a 

promise that “The Government will not allow any net reduction in the size of the Public Forest Estate.” 

The FHW have had a long-standing concern for ensuring public access to public woodlands such as 

Hagg Wood.  One practical direction in which we have been rather disappointed this year, however, has 

been the work of the FC’s Contractor in improving the condition of the paths within the wood.  We had 

hoped the work would have been started last September, in relatively dry conditions, to build up the 

centre of many of the paths to allow water to drain off into side ditches to overcome the bogginess of 

many of the paths, but instead, in November, they scraped-off the top of several of the paths which has 

not particularly improved things, though several new channels have now been constructed.   
 

Also on a sad note we must record the passing away of our oldest member, Arthur Horne, in February, 

at the fine old age of 105. He had many active years walking locally, including in Hagg Wood.  The 

many saplings which we have planted in the wood in the last 21 years will hopefully flourish over many 

decades, and indeed centuries to come, offering health benefits to all who enjoy the wood. So in our 

work to steadily improve the wood, I must thank again particularly all our committee members and also 

all of our members, whose support we need into the future.    
       

http://www.fohw.org/
http://www.fohw.org.uk/


Linda thanked David for his continued dedication as Chairman and the audience clapped in appreciation 

of David’s efforts.  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

David presented the FHW Accounts in Alan Worsley’s absence and said they were in a very healthy 

position with money in the bank, thanks to Barbara’s generous bequest.  There would be many long-

term benefits for the group as at present total expenditure exceeded income.  John Vernon asked about 

Insurance and David explained that the Forestry Commission paid two-thirds of the payment.   
 

ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE 

Members nominated for election: Alan Briers, Michael Dunn, John Eastwood, Tony & Elaine Hudson, 

Linda Maggs, David Mayston, Brian Poulter and Alan Worsley.  They were duly elected.  One place 

remained on the committee and members were asked to consider whether they would like to join. 
 

ELECTION OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

Dr David Worsley had agreed to continue to act as the independent examiner and he was thanked. 
 

Dr JEAN McKENDREE 

 ‘Black Stuff: Estimating Burning On a Grouse Moor Using Recent Carbon  Deposits. 

Jean had recently studied for a Masters Degree in Environmental Science and this topic had been the 

theme of her research.  She displayed some lovely photographs of the Yorkshire Dales, with a Stone 

Age Hill Fort, Dry Stone Walling and Old Farmsteads – all of them shaped by humans.  The landscape 

now needs to be kept as healthy as can be, for future generations to enjoy. 
 

After the last Ice Age, as the dense woodlands disappeared due to human use, peat began to build up 

around 4000 years ago.  Blanket bogs form a thick layer over wet lands; wet only by rainwater not by 

streams.  They can be from 40 cm to 10m deep; in countries like Canada and Sweden there are still deep 

pristine bogs but all bogs are now being threatened by rising temperatures.  25% of England’s total deep 

peat is found in the National Parks.  However, these bogs are mostly degraded.  In 2012, of the 70,000ha 

of blanket bog in Yorkshire, 54,245 ha were gripped (drained) hagged (eroded) or burnt.  Peatlands are 

hugely important habitats and home to an array of plants such as Heather, Hare’s Tail, Purple Moor Grass 

and Sphagnum Moss.  Peat stores a huge amount of carbon and in damaged peatlands carbon is released 

into the atmosphere in the form of CO2.   By restoring and conserving peatlands, the amount of CO2 will 

again be captured released which may help to abate the effects of climate change including flooding. 
 

Jean’s research area was in Nidderdale, in the Parish of Stonebeck Up, in the honour of Kirkby 

Malzeard.  One of the earliest recorded owners was Gospatric, one of the Lords of Northumbria.  In 

1069 the settlers were driven out and in 1110 it was in the hands of Roger de Mowbray before the Yorke 

family became owners.  Heather was burnt in small quantities to produce shoots for the sheep to graze.  

In the 18th century the lower land was enclosed by dry stone walls and in the 19th century there was 

mining for minerals all over the Dales, as well as shooting of red grouse.  The Ramsden family bought 

over 5000 acres in 1919, maintaining 10 hill farms and running pheasant shoots.  The owners claim that 

without pheasant and grouse shooting it is likely that the land would be intensively planted with pine, 

destroying the delicate blanket bog, as has happened in a number of other estates. 
 

About 80% of the North Pennines, NYMoors, and the South Pennines Specially Protected Areas are 

burnt for grouse and burning can damage peat and endanger carbon store.  There are no readily available 

records of the burning regimes over the last 200 years as the farmers have kept few records.  Jean’s 

project used two paleoecological techniques to estimate past burns:  Spheroidel Carbonacerous Particles 

(SCPs) formed from incomplete combustion of fossil fuels at high temperature which started in the 

Industrial Revolution and peaked in 1975, and macroscopic charcoal which best reflects the local fire 

history.  Jean’s data showed a distinct increase in burning since the 20th century began and she found an 

unusual peak in 1963 which was also found subsequently in 2 other sites in the Dales, where the peat is 

less degraded than Nidderdale.  The mystery of its origin still remains.  The Yorkshire Peat Partnership, 

(YPP), which has many key partners including YWT, YDalesNPA, NYMoorsNPA, EA, Natural 

England and Yorkshire Water, is a project which aims to restore and conserve upland peat.  

Current work is ongoing, blocking up man-made gullies and seeding with Sphagnum Moss with 

35,000ha restored by 2018.  Also, YPP is conducting research on the ecological impacts of mowing 

rather than burning for grouse in cooperation with the landowners.  
 

David thanked Jean for her most interesting and topical talk and thanked members for attending.   

 

   


